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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed r^p is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting 
any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-37 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claims 1, 1 1, 15, 16 and 26, the terms "small" and "large" are relative terms 
that do not have a comparative value. 

Claim 26 and its dependents are rejected because it is not clear if the 
combustible material is actually inside of the package. Clarification and/or correction 
are required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1, 5, 11 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by ALDRICH. 

Aldrich teaches heavy-duty polypropylene funnels. These funnels are conical in 
shape with an opening that is larger than the opposing opening. See product sheet. 

Accordingly, ALDRICH teaching all the limitations of the claims anticipates the 
claims. 



(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1 , 3, 5, 7, 8, 1 1 , 1 3, 1 5, 26-28, 30 and 36 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by WO 03/080770. 

WO teaches a device for lighting a fire consisting of a combustible cone-shaped 
grille made of wood. The grille contains a central hole for the head of the grille and the 
bottom is a circular hole larger than that in the head of the grille. The sides of the grille 
are opened. See abstracts in their entireties. 

Accordingly, WO teaching all the limitations of the claims anticipates the claims. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1, 2, 8 and 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 



anticipated by Saunders (US 6,790,244). 
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Saunders teaches a stackable charcoal briquette that has a convex bottom and a 
concave top wherein the concavity is a surface resembling a cone (see abstract; col. 5, 
line 65 through col. 6, lines 1-4). The briquette has a larger opening at the bottom as 
compared to the top (see drawings). The briquettes are packaged in a box and the 
package weighs approximately 1 pound (see col. 6, lines 9-26). 

Accordingly, Saunders teaching all the limitations of the claims anticipates the 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 9, 10 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over WO 03/080770. 

WO has been discussed above. WO fails to teach the cross-sectional thickness 
of the grille or the weight of the grille. However, the thickness of the walls is a result 
effective variable that may be optimized according to one's desire to control the rate of 
combustion of the grille. With respect to the weight of the combustible product of WO, 
this to is a result effective variable that may be optimized for the best results. The 
skilled artisan recognizes that the heavier the grille the longer it will burn. Furthermore, 
limitations relating to the sized of the grille are not sufficient to patentably distinguish 
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over the prior art given that the prior art grille performs the same function as the 
combustible product of the present claims. 

10. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Saunders 
(US 6,790,244). 

Saunders has been discussed above. Saunders fails to teach the cross- 
sectional thickness of the charcoal. However, the thickness of the walls is a result 
effective variable that may be optimized according to one's desire to control the rate of 
combustion of the charcoal. 

11. Claims 16-18 and 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Saunders (US 6,790,244) as applied to claims above, and further in 
view of Banks (US 242,741). 

Saunders has been discussed above. Saunders fails to teach the claimed 
material for combining the combustible products. However, Banks teaches this 
difference. 

Banks teaches fire kindling wherein the kindling is attached by wire (see lines 8- 

19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have attached the 
combustible products by use of wire because Banks teaches that it is conventional to 
prepare combustible products in the manner in order to prevent the products from falling 
through the grate or packing together and smothering out (see lines 31 -36). 

While Banks does not teach using a string to bind the products together, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have used string for the same 
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reason that Banks uses wire and also because it is combustible and would burn with the 
combustible product and not a residue that would need to be removed after the fire dies 
out. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cephia D. Toomer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1126. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 571-272-1 119. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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